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were singularly slack in enforcing their copyright privilege, there
is evidence to prove that the annual compensation paid to Sion
College suited the needs of that institution better than any bene-
fits derived hitherto from the privilege. Though the smallness of
the amount granted in 1837 may have been due to remissness in
enforcing the provisions of the copyright acts, it must be re-
membered that the Library was instituted chiefly for the use of
the London Clergy, and their needs obviously tended mainly in
the direction of theology. Pearce says on this point: "Whether the
figure fixed by the Treasury is considered satisfactory or not,
there can be no question of the immense advantage gained by a
mainly theological Library in having a certain sum to spend
rather than the published books of the year to draw upon."1 In
addition to the power of selecting the best theological works pub-
lished yearly in the British Isles, and of duplicating many of these
when necessary, the College was now able to purchase the best
books from Continental and American publishers, a distinctly
useful and important innovation. So that the commutation in
1837, so far as concerned Sion College, proved to be a blessing in
disguise, rather than an irretrievable loss of prestige.
Within a year or two after the passing of the Act of 1836 a "Bill
for securing to authors, in certain cases, the benefit of an inter-
national copyright" was introduced and, meeting with but small
opposition, was passed and received the Royal Assent on 31 July
1838. This was the International Copyright Act of 1 & 2 Viet. c.
59.2
By this Act English works first published in foreign countries,
and foreign works first published in the British Empire, could be
assured of copyright upon registry of the title and the deposit of
one complete copy of the more popular edition of each such book
at Stationers' Hall. The copies received by the Warehouse Keep-
er of the Stationers' Company were to be sent to the British
Museum within a month of their delivery to Stationers* Hall.
Copies of second or subsequent editions need not be deposited if
they contained no alterations or additions. Any such alterations
or additions might be delivered separately, and were to be re-
garded as legitimate deposits, provided that a copy of the original
' E. KL Pean*, Sion College andl&rary, 1913, p. 314.
* Set out in full past, pp. 324-5.